BushBaby Safaris

ZULU CULTURE AND HISTORY TOUR IN 5 DAYS

OVERVIEW
This tour has been put together to meet several needs. The most common is a
desire to explore Zululand and to learn more of the true Zulu culture. We’re not
referring to the culture you will see and learn about at the various Zulu cultural
villages scattered around the country but rather a focus on what Zulu Culture was
in the past, primarily in the days of the great King Shaka. This tour seeks to
honour those days but also to show what actual Zulu culture is today in rural
Zululand. We also plan to visit several of the major Anglo Zulu Battlefields, but
we will be doing them in a way never done before.
Lastly there was a desire to add an adventure element in the form of a 4x4 trip.
While 4x4 is preferred it is only required to climb to the top of Hlobane
Mountain. The rest of the trip will only require a high clearance vehicle, but we
have made it a camping trip with a touch of class.
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All four nights/five days will be fully catered, but it is important to point out that
two nights (every second night) will be on a battlefield where camping has never
been offered or allowed before, and therefore is not set up for commercial
overnight customers. There will be no formal ablution facilities or running water.

ITINERARY
DAY 1: BLOOD RIVER
The tour will start at the Blood River Monument site. The site will close their gates at 16:00 so everybody needs to be there by 15:00 at the latest. The first night
is all about getting to know each other. Your team of guides will give introductory talks to set the scene for the next few days. A 3-course dinner will be served
after sunset, followed but a battlefield tour of Blood River at night. A rare opportunity to experience the battle site at night and to hear the stories of the battle.
OVERNIGHT:
Camping Grounds Blood River Monument
MEALS:
Dinner
INCLUDED:
Battlefield entrance and tour, Dinner
EXCLUDED:
Transport and camping gear.\

DAY 2: HLOBANE
After a great breakfast served by our tour chef, we depart Blood River and make our way to Hlobane. Today we will visit the Nek, and Devils Pass before we make
the climb to the top of Hlobane Mountain. We will be the first tour group camping on this battlefield ever. Re-live the epic story which had started out as a British
cattle raiding party. Let’s just say things did not go as planned and the raiding party was trapped on top of the mountain by the entire Zulu Army. With only
limited escape options, the British took heavy casualties. A real example of “running the gauntlet”.
The evening will once again be fully catered by our travelling camp chef. It is free style camping, meaning it is not a commercial camping ground but an open
battlefield with no toilets and showers or running water.
OVERNIGHT: Hlobane Battlefield
MEALS:
Breakfast, Picnic Lunch, Dinner
INCLUDED:
Battlefield tour

DAY 3: NTINGWE TEA ESTATE
After breakfast we make our way down Hlobane and our first stop will be the site of the battle of Kambula, which took place the day after Hlobane, and turned out
somewhat differently.
From Kambula we head out towards Emakhosini Valley to visit the site of King Dingaan’s homestead, umGungundlovu, as well as the burial site of Piet Retief and
his party.
In the afternoon we arrive at Ntingwe Tea Estate, which was originally the brainchild of Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi. The high altitude and cool climate are idea
for growing tea. It is quite surreal to find oneself in the middle of rural Zululand on a 1000-acre colonial tea estate. While the tea estate is not commercially
equipped for tourism, we have arranged for the use of the old Estate Manager’s house as a base for our chef and we will camp in the gardens with access to the
ablutions in the house. The Manager has agreed to give us a tour of the tea estate and processing plant.
OVERNIGHT: Ntingwe Tea Estate
MEALS:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
INCLUDED:
Kambula battlefield, King Dingaan’s homestead, Piet Retief’s grave site, Entrance fees/ Tea Estate tour.

DAY 4: ISANDLWANA
Another amazing day jam packed with adventure, history and culture awaits us. After another breakfast feast we’re off to go a nd explore Zululand and to find
sites that only a handful of people know about.
We start with a quick stop to admire the Qhudeni forest. From there we travel through the heart of Zululand, stopping regularly to take in the incredible
landscapes, as well as some old churches that really look out of place in the middle of Zululand. We will also track down some rock art for you to enjoy. A visit
to Mangeni waterfalls where Lord Chelmsford would have had his breakfast on the day of the battle of Isandlwana is always a highlight, but after a dry winter
don’t expect a lot of water. But there is always the history and magnificent beauty of the area to keep you dazzled.
We end today on the battlefield of Isandlwana, one of the most iconic Zulu battlefields, and the site of the biggest defeat of t he English army against a native
force in Africa in Victorian times. Once again this is a unique opportunity to camp on the site and to experience this history by night. A campfire to keep us
warm and the stars to captivate us. Listen as your guide lays out the story of the battle. While this is also a unique camping opportunity the site has no toilets,
showers or running water, but we have organised for you to have access to the toilets and running water at the information ce ntre which is just a short drive
from our camping spot.
Please note that we are still awaiting final approval to camp at Isandlwana. Should this not happen we will still do the battlefield late afternoon and then camp
at the actual Rorkes Drift crossing point. Once again this has never been done and will actually be a very pretty second choice as the site is on the banks of
the Buffalo River. At this site we will have access to a toilet and possibly a shower at the near buy Rorkes Drift Hotel, just a few minutes’ drive from where we
will be camping.
OVERNIGHT: Isandlwana battlefield or Rorkes Drift Crossing Point.
MEALS:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
INCLUDED: Battlefield tour and Entrance fee.
ALS:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
INCLUDED: Battlefield tour and Entrance fee.

DAY 5: END
After breakfast take the opportunity to explore the site in the light of day and to photograph the mountain and monuments. It is truly a unique
opportunity to camp on the battlefield and to experience a sunset and sunrise, an opportunity not given on any other tours. We now make our
way to Rorkes Drift. Hear how a small group of English Red Coats managed to hold off a group of 4000 Zulus. From here it’s on to Dundee to
say goodbye.
We expect the tour to be in Dundee by lunch time allowing you plenty of time to travel home.
MEALS:
INCLUDED:

Breakfast
Rorkes Drift battlefield tour and entrance fees

POST TOUR
If you would like to extend your stay, why not book into Battlefields Country Lodge to enjoy some comfort and a great shower? In
the afternoon one can visit the Talana Museum in Dundee, one of our country’s best museums.

ZULU CULTURE AND HISTORY TOUR: INCLUSIONS & EXCLUSIONS
PRICE:
Based on 16 people
R9 600.00 pp
INCLUDED: The price is based on you providing your own transport and camping gear. All accommodation will be
camping and two of the four nights will be “wild camping”, meaning no access to toilets and showers. All meals are
provided by our chef who will be traveling with us. Entrance fees, activities and guides during the safaris, as indicated in
the itinerary. This tour will be done with a lead vehicle and a support vehicle for the chef.

EXCLUDED: Accommodation, flights and meals not specified in the itinerary. Drinks, curios, laundry, gratuities and other
items of a personal nature. We will be travelling through rough dirt road country so we suggest a 4x4, but you can make it
in a high clearance vehicle. Currently the road up Hlobane is restricted to 4x4 but we are having the road repaired. If
you’re not in a 4x4 please enquire about the condition of this road before booking.
The tour is based on a “camping in wild areas” basis and two of the four nights you will not have access to a toilet or
shower, and you will need to carry all your required water.

Your Team
Lead Guide: Pierre Duval
- National Guide: Battlefields, Nature, Birding and Zulu Culture

Second Guide: Andrew Rae
- National Guide: Nature, Birding and Rock Art (Left)
Third Guide: Pat Rundgren: Battlefield Specialist, Zulu Culture (Right)

Chef: Jaydene Rae

